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The Order of Intimacy
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1. Torah Temima

R. Yose ben R. Chanina said: Come and see how terrible are the consequences
of violating the provisions of the seventh year. A man who trades in seventh year
produce must eventually sell his movables, for it is said, "In this year of Jubilee you
shall return every man to his possession," and in juxtaposition to this, "and if you
sell anything to your neighbor, or buy of your neighbor's hand-which refers to what
is acquired from hand to hand.

If he disregards this, he eventually sells his estates, for it is said, "If your brother falls
into poverty and sells some of his possessions." He has no opportunity to amend his
ways before. he sells his estates, for it is said, "If your brother falls into poverty and
sells some of his possessions." He has no opportunity toamend his ways before he sells
his house, for it is said, "If a man sells a dwelling house in a walled city." (Why state
in one case, "if he disregards this," but in the other case, "He has no opportunity"?
R. Hun said: Once one has committed a sin and repeated it, it is permitted to him.
"Permitted to him!" How can you think so? But say, it becomes to him as though
permitted.)
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It is not brought home to him before he sells his daughter, for it is said, "If one sells
one's daughter to be a bondswoman," and though the sale of his daughter is not
mentioned in this section, yet it teaches us that one should even sell one's daugh ter
and not borrow on usury. What is the reason? His daughter makes a deduction and
goes free, whereas his debt grows ever larger.

It is not brought home to him until he borrows on interest, as it is written, "If your
brother falls into poverty and his hand is subjected to you," in proximity to which is
stated, "Take no usury of him or increase."

It is not brought home to him until he sells himself, as it is said, "If your brother
falls into poverty with you and sells him self to you." And not only to you but to a
proselyte, as it is said, "and sells himself to the proselyte.” And not only to a righteous
proselyte but to a resident alien, as it is said, "or to the resident alien." "The family of
a proselyte” means a heathen. When it is said, "to an offshoot," it refers to one who
sells himself to the service of the idol itself!®
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2. B. Kiddushin 22b

R. Yochanan ben Zakkai expounded: Why should the ear be singled out from all
bodily organs? God said, The ear that heard at Mount Sinai, when I said, "Mine are the
Israelites as servants-they cannot be servants to other servants!" And nevertheless
went and acquired a master for himself-that ear shall be pierced with an awl."
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4.Rashi 26:1
YE SHALL MAKE YOU NO IDOLS This command is repeated here with reference to
one who has sold himself as a slave to a non-Jew in order that he should not say "Since
my master is a libertine I will be like him; since my master worships idols, I will be
like him; since my master desecrates the Sabbath, I will be like hin", on this account
have these verses (v. 1 and v. 2) been stated.
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5. Sefer HaChinuch, 331.

The commandment of blowing the shofar on Yom Yippur of the Jubilee: To blow
the shofar on the tenth of Tishrei - which is Yom Kippur - as it is stated (Leviticus
25:9-10), "And you shall proclaim a shofar blow, etc. on Yom Kippur, you shall
proclaim the shofar in all of your land, etc. and you shall proclaim freedom, etc."
And it is known that the commandment of the blowing of the shofar on this day is to
publicize the freedom of every Israelite slave to go out as a free man without money
(see Rosh Hashanah 8b). And its substance is not like the substance of the blowing
of the shofar on Rosh Hashanah, as that blowing we do to fix our thoughts on the
matter of the binding of Yitschak and to depict in our souls to also do like him from
the love of God, may He be blessed. And from that, our memory will go up well in
front of God - meaning, that we be meriting (cleared in judgement) in front of Him.
Whereas this blowing of the Jubilee is to publicize the freedom, as we have said (see
Sefer HaMitzvot, Mitzvot Ase 137).
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6. Rashi 25:6

AND THE SABBATH OF THE LAND SHALL BE [FOOD FOR YOU]| — Although I have
forbidden them (the fruits of the sabbatical year) to you by stating “thou shalt not
harvest etc.”, I do not mean to forbid them to you as food or to be used for any other
beneficial purpose but what I meant was that you should not comport yourself
in respect of them as the exclusive owner but all must be equal as regards it (the
Sabbatical year’s produce) — you and your hired servant and your sojourner.
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7. Rabbenu Bahya 25:2

Your field you shall not sow and your vineyard you shall not prune.” You are not
even to harvest (in the regular way) what grows by itself during that year. This is
the meaning of verse 5: “the aftergrowth (that which grows without ploughing and
sowing) of your harvest you shall not reap and the untrimmed grapes of your vineyard
you shall not pick.” The word n*ab in verse 5 is similar to the word 1napn in Isaiah
14,1 “and they will join the house of Yaakov” (the proselytes). Similarly, the vineyard
which has not been worked or hoed and not pruned is called 1), (like the Nazirite
who does not trim his hair) as one abstains from working it a if it did not belong to
you. The general principle governing the rules of conduct during the Shemittah year
is that all the activities which suggest ownership of the field or vineyard in question
have to be avoided. Any fruit of produce which grows on the field or vineyard during
that year is ownerless, available on a “first come first served” basis. The legislation
is meant to remind us that even during the years when we treat the land as ours,
protected by all kinds of laws against infringement by people who do not own it, the
land is really only on loan to us from G’d.
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8. Rashi 26:33

AND YOUR LAND WILL BE (REMAIN) DESOLATE — This implies that you will not
soon return unto it, and on that account na™n 17 b3y YOUR CITIES WILL BE
WASTE, i. e. they will seem to you waste; for when a man is exiled from his house,
or from his vineyard, or from his city, knowing that he is ultimately to return to it,
it appears to him as though his vineyard or his house were not waste. —Thus is it
explained in Torat Cohanim (Sifra, Bechukotai, Chapter 71).
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10 a. Rashi Devarim 32:10

AND IN THE DESOLATE HOWLING SOLITUDE — i.e. in a land of drought and
desolation, a place of screeching monsters and ostriches; even there they adhered to
their faith and did not say to Moses, “But how can we go out into the wilderness, a
place of drought and desolation?” — just as it is stated, (Jeremiah 2:2) “[I remember
the loving kindness of your youth, the love of your espousals,| When you went after
Me in the wilderness, [in to a land that was not sown]” (cf. Rashi on Exodus 12:39).
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10b. AND IN THE DESOLATE HOWLING SOLITUDE — i.e. in a land of drought and
desolation, a place of screeching monsters and ostriches; even there they adhered to
their faith and did not say to Moses, “But how can we go out into the wilderness, a
place of drought and desolation?” — just as it is stated, (Jeremiah 2:2) “[I remember
the loving kindness of your youth, the love of your espousals,| When you went after
Me in the wilderness, [in to a land that was not sown]” (cf. Rashi on Exodus 12:39).
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11. Likkutei Moharan 11 4:1

“V’et HaOrvim Tziviti LeChalkelekha (And I Have Commanded the Ravens to Feed
You)” (1 Kings 17:4)—this alludes to charity. Initially, when a person begins donating
charity, he has to break his heartlessness and turn it into compassion. This is the
essential devotion of charity. When someone naturally compassionate gives charity
purely out of his compassionate instinct, it is not an act of devotion—there are
<also animals> that are compassionate by nature. Rather, the essential devotion is
transforming cruelty into compassion.

12. Louise Gluck, Proofs and Theories: Essays on Poetry, 133-34

Realize, then, that impoverishment is also a teacher, unique in its capacity to
renew, and that its yield, when it ends, is a passionate openness which in turn re-
invests the world with meaning.... [An intensity of awareness] is impoverishment’s
aftermath, and blessing: what succeeds temporary darkness, what succeeds the void
or the desert, is not the primary gift of the world but the essential secondary gift of
knowledge, a sense of the significance of the original gift, the scale of our privilege.
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